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7. — The Characters of Schiller ; by Mrs. Ellet. Boston: 
Otis, Broaders, & Company. 1839. 12mo. pp. 296. 

This is a volume of a very interesting character. It shows 
a fine literary taste, and very considerable attainments ; and 
the subject of it, to wit, the genius of Schiller as displayed 
in his dramatic characters, is one of great and daily increas- 
ing interest to the lovers of German literature. There is no 
controversy in the minds of men, in regard to Schiller. On 
all hands he is acknowledged to be a poet of a very high, if 
not of the highest order ; and the warmth and honesty of 
his heart, which shine out in his writings, are acknowledged 
with an equally harmonious consent. In this respect, his 
fate is widely different from that of his great contemporary, 
Goethe, whose indifference to the stirring interests of the 
age is daily operating to diminish his fame, and to weaken 
the love with which his memory is regarded. 

As a dramatic author, Schiller had several great faults. 
He had but little power in depicting, or rather in represent- 
ing, men as men, — as living beings, — with the foibles and 
virtues which mark them in actual life. His characters, it is 
said, are almost all ideal, which means, that they are not 
real ; that they are compounded of qualities in such propor- 
tions as are not found among men. They are not human 
beings, but only personifications of those qualities ; and the 
sentiments they are made to utter, are not such as men 
would actually utter under the given circumstances, but such 
as the poet himself feels in contemplation of the imaginary 
scene. It is this which makes Schiller so preeminently what 
the Germans call a subjective poet . Now it is plain, that the 
dra.matic characters of such a poet open but few questions 
for criticism to decide. The aim of each character is dis- 
tinctly seen at once. We are not obliged to ponder upon 
it, as we do in deciding on the merits of a character of 
real life. We know at once what the poet means by it, pro- 
vided we comprehend the import of his language. There 
are no hidden motives influencing conduct ; no half-betrayed 
idiosyncrasies, which are to be traced out by a long and 
scrutinizing comparison of words, and hints, and actions. 
When we read a play of Shakspeare, we are strongly per- 
suaded of its reality ; his men and women come and go, talk 
and act, exhibit one or another part of their characters, just 
as we have seen men and women do every day of our lives ; 
and, when the action or the sentiment rises into the tragical 
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or heroic, and beyond our experience, we are borne upon 
and with it, as it were on the wings of the poet's genius, into 
a higher region, where we seem to see with our own eyes, 
and hear with our own ears ; and where we are made to feel 
the beauty, and consistency, and reality, of the poet's imagi- 
nary world. Hence we discuss the virtues and faults of 
Shakspeare's characters, just as we would those of men and 
women whom we have known ; and doubts remain upon our 
minds in regard to them, just as happens in regard to our 
every-day acquaintances. 

Mrs. Ellet, therefore, labors under the disadvantage grow- 
ing out of the peculiarity of Schiller's genius, which we have 
very briefly indicated. The field of discussion is a narrow 
one, and the questions started in it are by no means difficult 
of solution. Still the discussion is interesting, as it throws 
a broad light on the admirable character and genius of the ' 
poet. And though, as we have said, there are no intricate 
questions to be solved, as to the real drift of Schiller's dra- 
matic characters, still the simple description of them is an 
interesting task for a person of literary taste. 

Mrs. Ellet 's book will have to undergo the ordeal of a 
comparison with Mrs. Jameson's incomparable work on the 
characters of Shakspeare, by which it was evidently suggest- 
ed. If it should be found to fall below that exquisite work, 
it will be no discredit to Mrs. Ellet ; for Mrs. Jameson is the 
most accomplished and brilliant literary woman since Mad- 
ame de Stael ; and, where Shakspeare is read and appreci- 
ated, there will Mrs. Jameson be acknowledged as one of the 
most profound and elegant of his illustrators. 



8. — Travels of Father Hennepin. {Democratic Review, for 
April, 1839.) 

In a late number of our Journal, while treating of the 
early discoveries in the West,* we had occasion to speak of 
the Travels of Father Hennepin. It is well known, that, 
from the first publication of these Travels, the author's ve- 
racity, on certain points, has been more than doubted. In 
the article above alluded to, we expressed our opinion, after 
a pretty thorough investigation of the subject, that these 
doubts were well founded, and that the pretended discoveries 

* JVorth American Review, Vol. XLVIII. pp. 63 et seq. 



